
Watsontown Borough 
Council Meeting 
August 11, 2025 

 

 

OPENING: The August 11, 2025 Watsontown Borough Council Meeting began at 

7 pm in Council Chambers at 318 Main Street, Watsontown.  Mayor 

Russell McClintock opened in prayer, followed by the Pledge of 
Allegiance to the American Flag. 

 

MEMBERS Vice President Dan Folk, Todd Moyer, Roy Smedley, Fred Merrill, 

PRESENT: Tom Hetherington, Mayor Russell McClintock, Solicitor Jon DeWald, 

Chief of Police Chris Snyder, Borough Manager Jay Jarrett and Brendi 

Brooke, Secretary/Treasurer 

 

OTHERS Craig Rodabaugh, Kevin Mertz from Standard Journal, Ralph Young, 

PRESENT: Janet Rump, Randy Minium, Crystal Moyer and Julia Erb 

 

APPROVAL of Fred Merrill made a motion, seconded by Tom Hetherington to 

MINUTES: approve the minutes from the July 14, 2025 Council Meeting.  A roll 

call vote was taken as follows: 

 

  Merrill  - yes  Smedley - yes 

  Hetherington - yes  Folk  - yes 

  Moyer  - yes  Miller  - absent 

 

 All in favor; motion carried. 

 

BILLS & Tom Hetherington made a motion, seconded by Todd Moyer to  

TRANSFERS: approve the July 2025 bills and transfers in the amount of 

$299,696.76.  A roll call vote was taken as follows: 

 

  Hetherington - yes  Folk  - yes 

  Moyer  - yes  Merrill  - yes 

  Smedley - yes 

 

 All in favor; motion carried. 

 

VISITORS: Katelyn Miller came and spoke to Council about obtaining her Girl 

Scout Gold Award by building a dog park in the Borough.  She would 
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need land, a mentor, a double gate as the park will be for small and 

large dogs.  Vice President Dan Folk said the dog park would be 

included on next month’s Council Meeting.  Jay agreed to meet with 

Katelyn before the next meeting to discuss the idea in detail. 

 

COMMITTEES:  

 

FINANCE: nothing at this time 

 

EMA: nothing at this time 

 

CEMETERY: Todd Moyer spoke regarding the unmarked children’s grave; a design 

was received from Brooks Funeral Home and passed around for 

Council to review.  Mike Weaver has located a spot for the memorial. 

 

ELECTRIC: Jay sent out 35 letters today to addresses with tree limbs on electric 

lines that could lead to potential electric outages.  The letter asked 

residents to contact the Borough to arrange a discussion with the 

Public Works Department to clear branches from the power lines. 

 

INSURANCE: nothing at this time 

 

PARKS & Jay said the Borough should receive word in September or October  

RECREATION: regarding the pickleball court grant through DCED. 

 

PERSONNEL: nothing at this time 

 

PROTECTION The Mayor spoke regarding the Police Department’s involvement and 

To PERSONS participation at Kids Café. 

& PROPERTY: 

 

STREETS & Per Bill Buck, street sweeping is scheduled for Tuesday, August 12th 

HIGHWAYS: and fog sealing is scheduled for Thursday, August 14th on those 

Borough streets that have been tarred and chipped.  No driving is 

permitted for 2 hours after fog sealing.  Drivers are encouraged to 

plan accordingly. 

 

REFUSE: nothing at this time 

 

NEW BUSINESS: 
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FAMILY NIGHT Tom Hetherington made a motion, seconded by Todd Moyer to close 

STREET a portion of West 5th Street on Wednesday, August 13th from 5-8 pm  

CLOSURE: for the Watsontown Baptist Church Family Fun Night.  A roll call vote 

was taken as follows: 

 

  Moyer  - yes  Merrill  - yes 

  Smedley - yes  Hetherington - yes 

  Folk  - yes 

 

 All in favor; motion carried. 

 

OPEN Tom Hetherington made a motion, seconded by Fred Merrill to waive 

CONTAINER the open container law in the park on October 24th and October 25th  

WAIVED: for the Haunted Haunt.  This will apply only to alcohol purchased in 

the park.  A roll call vote was taken as follows: 

 

  Smedley - yes  Hetherington  - yes 

  Folk  - yes  Moyer  - yes 

  Merrill  - yes 

 

 All in favor; motion carried. 

 

TAX  Tom Hetherington made a motion, seconded by Todd Moyer to 

COLLECTOR approve Norm Eisley’s attendance at the Tax Collector’s Convention 

CONVENTION: October 24th and October 25th for a cost of $657.00.  A roll call vote 

was taken as follows: 

 

  Folk  - yes  Moyer  - yes 

  Merrill  - yes  Smedley - yes 

  Hetherington - yes 

 

 All in favor; motion carried. 

 

ADVERTISE Fred Merrill made a motion, seconded by Todd Moyer to approve  

ORDINANCE advertising Ordinance 2025-02 pursuant to the USDA loan  

2025-02: requirements.  A roll call vote was taken as follows: 

 

  Merrill  - yes  Smedley - yes 

  Hetherington - no  Folk  - yes 

  Moyer  - yes 

 

 Motion carried by majority vote. 
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REPORTS: 

 

MAYOR:  nothing to add 

 

POLICE:  written; Chief Snyder asked that advertising of the 2017 police vehicle  

be tabled until next month.  He is trying to contact some local school 

district to see if the car could possibly be utilized by school resource 

departments.  Council agreed to table the car. 

 

NATIONAL   Chief Snyder spoke regarding National Night Out held on Tuesday, 

NIGHT OUT: August 5th.  The Police Department hosted over 35 groups and 

organizations and 100’s of people.  He thanked the Borough’s Public 

Works Department, Warrior Run Area Fire Department and the 

Borough staff for their support of this annual community event.  This 

year’s event was another success! 

 

FIRE & 

AMBULANCE: written 

 

EMERGENCY 

MGMNT: nothing to add 

 

CODE 

ENFORCEMENT: written 

 

SOLICITOR: nothing to add 

 

BOROUGH written; Jay mentioned his upcoming vacation; he is leaving for the  

MANAGER: beach on Wednesday, August 13th and will return to work on 

Wednesday, August 20th. 

 

PUBLIC WORKS: written 

 

SECRETARY: Brendi said the Borough was in receipt of an invitation from Kingdom 

Kidz for their 25th Anniversary Celebration at 6 pm on Saturday, 

September 20, 2025.  She encouraged Council to let her know if 

anyone was interested in attending.  

 

 Also, the Borough receives (2) extra PSAB magazines each month; she 

offered anyone interested in having one to contact her. 
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GRASS & Janet Rump asked if the overgrown grass and bush policy was still  

BUSH POLICY: complaint driven; she gave an update on the Watson Mart property.  

Jay said he talked to Nick at the Watson Mart and Nick said the grass 

and bushes would be taken care of. 

 

FYI’s:  Brush pick-up – Tuesday, 8/12/25 – curbside by 7 am 
  Fog sealing of tar and chip is scheduled for Thursday, 8/14/25 

Music in the Park/4th Wednesday – August 27th from 6-8 pm  
Office & Public Works closed on Monday, September 1st for Labor Day 
Next Council Meeting – Monday, 9/8/25 @ 7 pm 

 
ADJOURN: There being no further business to come before Council, the meeting 

adjourned at 7:20 pm. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Brendi L. Brooke 
Secretary/Treasurer 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 


