
Watsontown Borough 

Council Meeting 

April 14, 2025 
 

OPENING: The April 12, 2025 Watsontown Borough Council Meeting began at     

7 pm in Council Chambers at 318 Main Street, Watsontown.  Mayor 

Russell McClintock opened in prayer and followed with the Pledge of 

Allegiance to the American Flag. 

 

MEMBERS President Greg Miller, Vice President Dan Folk, Todd Moyer, Roy 

PRESENT: Smedley, Tom Hetherington, Fred Merrill, Mayor Russell McClintock, 

Solicitor Jon DeWald, Chief of Police Chris Snyder, Borough Manager 

 Jay Jarrett and Secretary/Treasurer Brendi Brooke 

 

OTHERS Janet Rump, Julia Erb, Sabrina Benner of the Standard Journal and  

PRESENT: Rick Dandes of the Daily Item 

 

 

APPROVAL of Fred Merrill made a motion, seconded by Dan Folk to approve the  

MINUTES: minutes from the March 10, 2025 Council Meeting and the Committee 

 Workshop on March 24, 2025.  A roll call vote was taken as follows: 

 

  Merrill  - yes  Smedley - yes 

  Hetherington - yes  Folk  - yes 

  Moyer  - yes  Miller  - yes 

 

 All in favor; motion carried. 

 

BILLS & Tom Hetherington made a motion, seconded by Todd Moyer to  

TRANSFERS: approve the April 2025 bills and transfers in the amount of 

$607,495.38.  A roll call vote was taken as follows: 

 

  Hetherington - yes  Folk  - yes 

  Moyer  - yes  Miller  - yes 

  Smedley - yes  Merrill  - yes 

 

 All in favor; motion carried. 

 

VISITORS: Doug Funk, Chief of the Warrior Run Area Fire Department was on the 

agenda to speak but was called to a fire. 
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COMMITTEES: 

 

FINANCE: nothing at this time 

 

EMA: nothing at this time 

 

CEMETERY: nothing at this time 

 

ELECTRIC: nothing at this time 

 

INSURANCE: Jay said the Borough is in receipt of a “dividend” check from MRM 

Insurance Company regarding workers compensation in the amount  

of $11,432.99.  This check reflects their original commitment to giving 

back to us based on safety. 

 

PARKS & 

RECREATION: nothing at this time 

 

PERSONNEL: nothing at this time 

 

PROTECTION 

To PERSONS  

& PROPERTY: nothing at this time 

 

STREETS & crack sealing is complete; bids are due by April 25, 2025 for tar and  

HIGHWAYS: chipping; the Borough is looking at 4-5 streets 

 

REFUSE: nothing at this time 

 

OLD BUSINESS: none 

 

NEW BUSINESS: 

 

ORDINANCE Tom Hetherington made a motion, seconded by Roy Smedley to 

2025-01: approve Ordinance 2025-01 regulating peddlers in the Borough.  A 

roll call vote was taken as follows: 

 

  Moyer  - yes  Miller  - yes 

  Smedley - yes  Merrill  - yes 

  Folk  - yes  Hetherington - yes 

 

 All in favor; motion carried. 
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RESOLUTION Tom Hetherington made a motion, seconded by Todd Moyer  

2025-02: approving Resolution 2025-02 requesting a Greenways, Trails & 

Recreation Grant in the amount of $32,635.00 for a pickle ball court.  

A roll call vote was taken as follows: 

 

  Smedley - yes  Merrill  - yes 

  Folk  - yes  Hetherington - yes 

  Miller  - yes  Moyer  - yes 

 

 All in favor; motion carried. 

 

WENDY A request was received from Wendy Shoemaker representing the  

SHOEMAKER: Haunted Haunt to  hold the following events: 

 

 Movie in the Park – June 21st 

 Use of pavilions October 1st thru October 31st for the 

Haunted Haunt 

 Tree lighting December 4th 

 Caravan of Lights Parade December 7th 

 

Dan Folk made a motion, seconded by Tom Hetherington approving 

the request.  A roll call vote was taken as follows: 

 

 Folk  - yes  Hetherington - yes 

 Miller  - yes  Moyer  - yes 

 Merrill  - yes  Smedley - yes 

 

All in favor; motion carried. 

 

MUNICIBID: Tom Hetherington made a motion, seconded by Todd Moyer to accept 

the winning bids for Public Works equipment as listed on Municibid.  

(Winning bid information & amounts are attached to the minutes.)  A 

roll call vote was taken as follows: 

 

  Miller  - yes  Moyer  - yes 

  Merrill  - yes  Smedley - yes 

  Hetherington - yes  Folk  - yes 

 

 All in favor; motion carried. 
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REPORTS: 

 

MAYOR: The Mayor commended everyone involved in handling the recent gas 

leak. 

 

POLICE: written 

 

FIRE & 

AMBULANCE: written 

 

EMERGENCY 

MGMT: nothing to add 

 

CODE 

ENFORCEMENT: written 

 

SOLICITOR: nothing to add 

 

BOROUGH 

MANAGER: written 

 

PUBLIC  

WORKS: written 

 

SECRETARY: nothing to add 

 

FIRE CHIEF: Doug Funk, WRAFD Fire Chief arrived mid-meeting.  He took the 

opportunity to advise Council and the public regarding the possibility 

of Northumberland County joining an emergency communication  

co-op with Schuylkill County.  He spoke regarding many issues with 

the proposition being proposed by the Northumberland County 

Commissioners; the WRAFD unanimously wants to stay where they 

are; they have no interest in the co-op. 

 

PARKS: Janet Rump said the park looked wonderful for the Annual Easter Egg 

Hunt thanks to the Public Works Department for a job well done. 

 

FERAL CATS: Janet Rump asked where the Borough stands with a spay and neuter 

program for feral cats.  Based on the volume of Borough complaints, 

Jay said there is no plan in the works for such a program in 

Watsontown at this time. 
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FYI’s:   -     Borough Office & Public Works closed Friday, April 18, 2025 for  

Good Friday  

- Legislative Breakfast, Friday, April 25, 2025  

- Borough Spring Clean-up Days – Monday April 28, 2025 & Tuesday 

April 29, 2025 

- Next Committee Workshop April 28, 2025 @ 6 pm 

- Next Council Meeting – Monday, May 12, 2025 @ 7 pm 

- Brush pick-up – Tuesday, May 13, 2025 – curbside by 7 am 

 

ADJOURN: There being no further business to come before Council, the meeting 

adjourned at 7:26 pm. 

 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Brendi L. Brooke 

Secretary/Treasurer 

 

 


